
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Montana Healthcare Foundation announces new grant opportunities to address key health challenges 

across the state 

 

Bozeman, MT, February 2, 2016 – The Montana Healthcare Foundation today announced its 2016 call 

for grant proposals to address the state’s most pressing health problems. The Foundation expects to 

issue more than $3 million in grants this year. Information on application deadlines and how to apply 

can be found at the Foundation’s website, www.mthcf.org. 

  

“These grants will help Montana address critically important issues, including mental illness, drug and 

alcohol addiction, American Indian health, and the unique challenges involved in delivering effective, 

well-coordinated services in rural communities,” said Aaron Wernham, MD, the Foundation’s CEO. “This 

year we’re more than doubling the amount of grant funding we provided last year to help address these 

challenges.”  
 

Grants under this call for proposals will focus on three areas identified by stakeholders as leading health 

challenges in the state:   

 

1. Behavioral Health (mental illness and drug and alcohol addiction):  Mental illness and drug and 

alcohol problems rank among the most common and painful health issues in communities 

around Montana. Montana’s suicide rate, for example, has long been among the nation’s 
highest, along with the rates of injury and death related to driving under the influence of drugs 

and alcohol. This focus area will support projects that strengthen health systems and provide 

direct, tangible benefits for Montanans, with a focus on projects that have the potential to 

become self-sustaining over the long term. The call for proposals will also support organizations 

that seek to integrate medical and behavioral health services.     

 

2. American Indian Health: American Indians in Montana face several health challenges, including 

historical underfunding of healthcare; higher rates of many illnesses, injuries, and suicide; and a 

median age at death that is nearly 20 years shorter than non-Native Montanans. The 

Foundation will work directly with tribes and other American Indian health stakeholders to 

identify priorities and offer grants to help implement solutions.  

 

3. Partnerships for Better Health: Many communities, particularly in rural Montana, have limited 

access to certain health services, and health workforce shortages and budget shortfalls are 

widespread. Projects funded in this area will focus on supporting new inter-agency partnerships 

designed to deliver more accessible and effective care; expanding the use of care coordination, 

community health workers, and other community-based approaches to improving the quality 

and effectiveness of clinical care; and strengthening efforts to prevent disease through 

addressing upstream risk factors, such as poverty and poor quality housing. 

 

 

 

 



 

How to Apply for Funding 

The Foundation is offering two different grant opportunities under this call for proposals:  

 Rapid response grants (for up to $50,000) will be awarded through a one-step application 

process that is offered two times in 2016, with the possibility of a third offering in the fall. 

The first deadline for proposals is March 15th.   

 Large grants ($50,000 to $150,000) will be awarded through a two-step application process. 

The deadline for brief proposals is April 15th. Only the most promising brief proposals for 

large grants will be invited to submit full grant proposals.  

For anyone interested in this opportunity, the Foundation will provide more information about the focus 

areas and application process in webinars on February 18th and March 2nd. Please visit the Foundation’s 

website at www.mthcf.org to learn more about eligibility, dates, and deadlines.    

 

About the Montana Healthcare Foundation 

The Montana Healthcare Foundation was created in 2013, and was formed as the result of the sale of 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Montana to a private corporation. In accordance with State law, the assets 

were transferred to a charitable trust to be managed for public benefit. Currently, MHCF has 

approximately $100 million in assets. The Foundation is a permanent resource for Montanans. The 

Foundation will spend the income from trust investments (estimated at roughly five percent of the total 

value of the trust each year) on grant disbursements and related programs and expenses, and provide a 

stable, reliable resource supporting health for Montanans.  

 

For more information about the Foundation and the call for proposals, interested organizations can visit 

the Montana Healthcare Foundation’s website, at www.mthcf.org.   
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Contact:  Melinda Buchheit 

                 Communications Coordinator, MHCF  

                 (406) 451-7060 

                 melinda.buchheit@mthcf.org  
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